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ABSTRACT

This research concerns with the development of metropolitan phenomenon in
North Africa which is well presented by major cities such us Cairo, Tripoli, Tunis,
Algiers and Casablanca. The paper deals with the theoretical concept of metropolis,
their uncontrollable growth and the main characteristics of urbanization in North Africa,
where the urbanization phenomenon has taken place on sites of old centers that have
well known commercial and maritime history. The research tries to make comparison
between the different metropolitan situations in North Africa, and gives examples on the
development of the metropolis.

As a conclusion we find that, there are major handicaps in any metropolisation
process in this area, namely the extreme difficulty of managing urban growth and
uncontrolled spreading out of great agglomerations, the difficulty to control the
metropolisation process, in my opinion leads to increase the gap between, the official
policies and goals of urban planning, and the reality on the ground.
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