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ABSTRACT

This paper concentrate in general on the important relationship which links
between culture and built environment existing in architectural forms, such as different
kinds and functions of buildings, also urban spaces as streets and squares in villages and
towns.

The paper explains the influence of cultural conceptions on architecture in general,
and also on urban forms which shape the built environment at the scale of city,
particularly in the old traditional environment, which is more effective, because these
environments are connected with culture and public traditions as a public heritage.

The paper, also distributes many examples for cultures influence on architecture
and urban forms. For instance the old city of Tripoli, also the difference between the
planning and architecture of old Tripoli as an Islamic city, and the Italian planed part,
which expresses the Italian architecture and planning. This model clearly reflects the
colonial fascism concepts of architecture, and city planning in Libya.

Also the paper distributes the capability of culture and environment influence on
the design concept of Arab Islamic towns, whether in forms or architectural language
used. As examples, the paper presents the towns of, Ghadames, Ghat and Hoon as
typical wonderful models of Libyan traditional built environment.

The paper determines some differences of influence of cultures, traditions and
environments on the shape of architecture and spaces form of streets, paths and squares.
As a comparison example, two towns have been explored, Tripoli as an Arab Islamic
old costal town, and old Ghadams as an Arab Islamic desert town, and explain to what
extent that the influence Impact of culture and environments on the architecture and
space styles at these two towns.

Finally, the paper conclude with some guidelines which should be followed by
architects, planners and urban designers, through their design processes of architecture,
planning and urban design in Libya.
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